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Decision Aid 

Request to GP to Prescribe Items without PAD entry 

 

Things to check: 
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A primary care prescriber is under no obligation to take on prescribing of a secondary care 

initiated drug if they feel it to be inappropriate or feel unable to take on clinical responsibility.  

The implications for the patient of not prescribing should be considered and information 

gathered from secondary care clinicians and/or Medicines Management Pharmacists to help 

inform the final choice of treatment. 

Look it up in the BNF and 

eMC– what is it and what is 

it used for? Is it a licensed 

medicine? See PAD for 

unlicenced/offlabel use 

Could it be suitable for 

prescribing in primary care? 

i.e. not item of highly specialist 

nature, are other similar 

medicines GREEN 

Is it on the hospital formulary?   

Who is asking for it? 

an NHS clinician A private clinician The patient from their own 

research 

See “Private Consultation 

Request for GP to prescribe 

on the NHS” Aid on PAD  

does it say it is restricted to 

hospital or speciality 

prescribing ? 

Discuss with requesting clinician 

they will need to apply to DTC or 

APC for addition to formulary or 

one-off supply. 

Use medicine known to 

GP or get advice and 

guidance from local 

specialist on  suitable 

formulary alternative 

Discuss with requesting 

clinician, could it be continued 

by secondary care ? 

Discuss with requesting 

clinician & request continued 

by secondary care  

May be suitable for transfer of care 

Discuss with CCG medicines 

management team 

https://surreyccg.res-systems.net/PAD/Content/Documents/2/Recommendations%20for%20the%20use%20of%20unlicenced%20meds%20and%20licensed%20meds%20for%20unlicensed%20indications%20(generic%20PAD%20version)%20-%20Apr%202018.pdf
https://surreyccg.res-systems.net/PAD/Content/Documents/2/Private%20to%20NHS%20Prescribing%20Decision%20Aid.pdf

